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Lost photographŝ prove' Russians executed Poles at Katyn 
_ B ) Aadrev M c S i m i 

prove ihc mnh of the Cenmn 
vmioti of the Katyn m t o c i c . n d 
to shcMv a ddftaexate covcr^op by 
the Russians, have come to l i ^ 
after languishing in a cattffaoard 
box in the United States for 44 
years. 

Mr Louis FitaCibbon. a his­
torian of the massacre, said yes-
scrday that he was satisfied that the 
photographs were'genuine and that 
they showed that the Soviet 
authorities had been King since 
1943. 

The piautes were traced by Mr 
Zdzislaw Rurarz. a former Polish 
Ambassador to Japan who defected 
to the United States. Mr F i U -

Cibbon said Mr Ruiarr found 
them in the U S Nataoiul Aidi ives 
^ai^UeSEiHAiaa. Vtsginta. 

Xhcy had been et̂ ximiiaapBificr 
with huge amounts of other ma-
aeraal u i she .oml-a^-atae uuar. 
their signiSeance was not iponed 
at the time, even though oae of the 
photographs was maihed "Katyn". 

Mr FitzGibbon said they -were 
kept i n a cardboard box in the 
Ardiitectural and Cartographic 

-Branch. - — - - -
The photographs are rlatc-

mailed and show cfianges al'tlie 
site at different stages. Mr 
FitzGibbon, wfto has written a 
aeries o f books on the masaacre. 
says tiiey prove that the Rtissians 
tried to prevent their version of the 

• massacre beiog disprtrved by dig-
gsng up the graves and rlcstroying 

ishem. " I t js ubsoiniefy conclusive j -
that tfiev dcstirrycdevcrytfiing"..he' 
said. 

"The Gomans have been falsely 
accused since 1943. They deserve V 
some justice". 

Since Ihc middle of the Second 
-World War, Germany and the 
Soviet Union have blamed each 
tnhcr for the murder of AOOO 
•Polish officers at Katyn. 

"They had been taken prisoner by 
, the Soviet Army in 1939 and were 

killed in an area which repeatedly 
changed banHy 

f jn l i l now the dispute over 
which side killed them turned on 

' conflicting fbiensic evidence. The 

Germans, who discovered the stuck to tfacirstory . tn the past yenr 
rrxcoives ' in itShiaestabhslieii * a i : hisuiiicii iumiisistencies came to 
-ahcyduri i»eii.kfficd in JI4a>di pr -hght. hut -onicia! •Soviel news 
' Rprin94Q,nioicthinayeatliefuie -seports seaciaaed the daims that 
"flsey invwded. T h e •Cm luaar pub- fhc GeianrwereyeaponsiMe. 

lishrrl ihrir rlaimt i n 0943, Jatlb _J ihe fc«Bgn iha tg i i t « i«4n igh t 

taken in 1943, four large com-
-munal graves -werc visible and a 
German -officer had •writicn 

""Kaiyn" -met to them vritfa an 
arrow-nooning-to The s h c B t n in 

ĝ  1 ii i i t aw wtmishrai of the mith 
-ButSoviet noops retook4hearea -emerged in Fehrnary, when 

soon afterwards and conducted 
their own "investigation". Mr 
FitzGibbon said the Russians put 
forward a number of prominent 
people who were onquaiificd to 
give an opinion on forensic mai­
lers. They said tlic officers were 
killed between August and Octo-. 
her, 1941, during the German 
occupation. 

This failed to omvince most 
T d l i s h people, hut the Russians 

Soviel radio report raised the 
possibility ; that the Tcoplc's 
Commissariat of Internal Affairs.' 
(NKVD) the predecessor of .the 
K G R could have been "the per­
petrator of the action". 

Mr FitzGibbon said the photo­
graphs mere easily identifiable to 
abyone familiar with the area. 
They shawed a distinctive bend in 
the River Dnepr with the Katyn 
site oearby. In one of the pictures. 

snbsequcm picuiies the graves had 
dtsappi ail ' il 

, He said the men were taken by 
rail from'-Koziclsk camp T o ' a 
-sution called Gniczdovo. then by 
road to the killing sue just off a 
main road leading to Minsk. 

More than 6.000 other Polish 
olTiccrs were murdered at 
Bologoye, and 3.681 at Ocigachi, 
he saitL 

T l i c Foreign Office said in June 
that it had urged the Soviet 
authorities to end iipcculation and 
solve the case. ' 
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