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*" zdzislaw - Rurarz :
- ZDEE-swaff ROO-rahsh) wasborn5l. . ..=
“years ago to & working-class familyin - -

Pionki, a small town just south of the
I Vlstula Riverin a province of east-cen. - :
. tral Poland that had been successively. -

i perial Russia before becoming

dom had“the opportunity to pursue *

i their education before the mtroductlon: :

Ve

o " ZdzzsIaW Rurarz

By DAVID snmnMAﬁ
Special to The New York‘l‘im-

.. WASHINGTON Dec. 24— Zdz:slaw;
Rurarz; the Polish Ambassador to-’
Japan who has been granted asylumin -
the United States, was a model prod-

uct of the Communist system and the

Polish Civil Service. But Mr. Rurarz*
was one thing more: a-
man who

Man self-made ~

_achieved-‘a steady up-

- Polish bureaucracy.’

Poland at the end of World WarII.

' - His career is-studded with postings
to Polish embassies, to the Ministries
‘of Foreign Trade and Foreign Affairs

j. a.ndte international organizations. -

BomtoWorklng-Class Family

occupied by Imperial Austria and Im-

- "¢ . Mr. Rurarz told Japa:
« nwe officials today that he planned to
join the struggle against the current
Polish regime after he arrives in the
“United  States.’ He is aneconomist
“known’.for his remarkable physical
strength and, until he entered the
American Embassy in Tokyo Wednes-
day to_request political asylum, his-:
devotion to the economic and political .
system the Soviet Union imposed on -

“from-poverty .rise in the

partof

independent Poland in 1919. -He. ate

arship,’

Aceordihg to an American official _

who knows him, Mr. Rurarz’s aca.
demic pursuits helped seal his dedica-
tion to Communism, for in later years,

after he had won a Ph.D. in economics

and had became a professor, he often .

. tended secondary ‘school in the saw- "
1 mill and tanning town of Konskie and.
there began a lifelong interestin schol-

mused that sons of Polish workers sel-:

of Communistrule. . .

“The system had worked for hlm "

the official said. ‘‘He believed that :

under the old regime he would have -

had no chance for higher education,

- and certainly none for- the kind of ad- -
' vancémenthehad.” ;= - %

Mr. Rurarz lived the textbook hfe of

vancing steadily.'and hopscotching

from post to post: he was the economic. *
: attaché to the Polish Embassy

: United States from 1962 to 1966, served

as the permanent Polish representa- .-
‘tiveat GATT in Geneva, worked at the

Central ‘ Committee .of ‘the Polish
United Workers: Party and was an eco-

. nomic ‘adviser to Edward Gierek in

- the Polish Foreign Service officer, ad- -

inthé"’

- 1971 and 1972 when Mr. Gierek was the °

Polish Commumst Party Fxrst Secre-e :
, tary. % '

lHe lxved the textbook life of the

S fiCadtioad i Polish Foreign Service officer, -

advancmg steadily and hop- |
scotchmg from post to post.

me who als° mught at the o e
‘Central School of Planning and Statis-

i tics in Warsaw, became an adviser to
the Minister of Foreign Affairs in 1976

and was a special adviser to the Secre-

- tary General of the United Nations
_:Conference on Trade and Develop-
ment. ‘He was appointed to the Tokyo
Embassyin February..

"American officials who enemmtered ‘

~him described him as gregarious and
.without a hint of bookishness, althoush
* ey knew him as a voracious reader.
They said he was fluent in the work-
ings of the economic systems of both
the Soviet bloc and the West. Few con-

temporary American economists €. wasan open supporter of the Solidarity

“caped his attention..

“He was,” an Amencan dlplomat
“said, “a very able econmmst, and very
energetic.” 5

Mr. Rurarz, ‘who at one time lmed
weights, was also widely known for his
physical strength. ‘‘He was the strong-
est man I ever knew,” said one Ameri-
can official. ‘“‘He used to grab a chair

byonearmandstandup—aone-arm'

handstandonachair"

eompetent." ;

Forthrlght on Political Issnu

' Mr. Rurarz also had an emoﬁoml
streak and was known also to have
spoken out forthrightly on political
issues_without . apparent regard for
“who was listening — a sign, according
_to an American official, that either his
‘position was so secure that he had little
reason to feel inhibited or that he har-
bored doubts about the. Communist
system. In any case, according to the
official, he had no hesitation in criti-
'cizmg his Government.’in conversa
tions with Americans. . *

In recent months, according to a
Japanese -labor leader, Mr. Rurarz

.movement and greeted the Solidarity
leader, Lech Walesa, in Japanin May.

Mr. Rurarz, his wife, Janina, and his
daughter, Ewa; were with him in
Tokyo when he decided to seek politi-
cal asylum in the United States. Japa-
nese Foreign Ministry officials said he
was concerned about the safety of his
mother, brother and sxster, who are
stillin Poland. -

No details on the shape that Mr Ru-
rarz’s future might take have’
emerged. But an American official

-said: *‘I haven't a doubt that he will be
able to find himself a position in this
country. He is highly ttained and



